Our Ref:  SG/FS

June 2010

Dear 

Many thanks for your interest in appointment as a part time teacher of Art and Design at Oldbury Wells School. This post is to join an established and high performing department and the vacancy comes about because a member of staff is leaving due to promotion to Head of Department in another school.

The position is suitable for either an experienced teacher or a newly qualified teacher.  Newly qualified teachers are supported by a Professional Mentor and by having a reduced timetable. An ability to be able to teach Graphics with experience of Photoshop and BTEC Art is desirable although not essential.

I joined the School in September 2006. I felt on interview that Oldbury Wells School was a special place: I now know that to be the case.  We offer to our students a high quality education with a broad range of subjects from Year 7 to Year 13.  (Our Sixth Form is flourishing.).  Art makes a very good contribution to the school, both in terms of success in examination results, but also in terms of supporting a rich school ethos and culture.

As a school, one of our key strengths is relationships; we have a strong commitment to Staff Development and are proud of our Investors in People status.  Our academic success is also one of our strengths, however our inclusive commitment means that students of all abilities enjoy high achievement.  Our CVA for students with SEN is consistently good.  Our caring and professional staff secure a wonderful learning environment - which is placed in a wonderful setting.  We are indeed very fortunate in our location which enjoys open green space, excellent fields and great views across Bridgnorth.

APPLYING FOR THE POST 

An application form is enclosed and should be returned to us no later than Thursday 8th July 2010.  Please could you include an accompanying letter outlining your experiences and suitability for the post?  The address, phone and fax number are given at the top of this document; applications by e-mail should be to the Headteacher's Secretary, Mrs Frances Sherrington, at sherrington.f@shropshirelg.net. 

This appointment is technically temporary and part-time 0.6, made under the Teachers' National Conditions of Service. However, it is anticipated that the post will be made permanent after this has been confirmed through our curriculum review.  Any offer of appointment will of course be subject to the usual health, CRB checks and references. 

Many thanks again for your interest and I look forward to hearing from you. If there is anything further that we can tell you before you submit your application, please contact the Head of Department,

Mrs Emma Wycherley, or myself.  

Yours sincerely

Headteacher.

OLDBURY WELLS SCHOOL


‘Towards Excellence’

APPOINTMENT OF A TEACHER OF ART AND DESIGN - JUNE 2010

Art and Design is a popular subject especially at KS4 and 5. Currently we have three groups in Year 10, BTEC Art, GCSE Graphics and GCSE Fine Art, with 120 students studying Art at KS4 from September 2010. During the next school year, at KS5, we will have 50 students in years 12 and 13 with exciting new developments in the sixth form such as conjoined teaching with our partnership school and the launch of the new level 3 BTEC course. The Department is presently made up of two full-time teachers and one part-time teacher. There is also a member of support staff who has a vital role in coordinating ordering, planning exhibitions and designing project visuals for use in class. The Art Department comprises of three spacious and well equipped classrooms within a Creative and Visual Arts block. Two are general Art rooms and the other is a Sixth Form studio used for Sixth Form Art lessons. Facilities in the department are being enhanced this summer with the creation of a new ICT suite situated between the two main classrooms. This will be an invaluable resource especially for GCSE and A level groups.

 

Art and Design is taught at all levels in mixed ability classes. In Years 7, 8 and 9 the curriculum encompasses all areas of Art including drawing, painting, printing, experimental 3D work, imaginative, graphics, art history and cultural research. Students are encouraged to organize their work in personal sketchbooks, work in 2D and 3D, engage in group project work and embrace the variety of competitions we run through the year.

 

In recent years at GCSE we have broadened the curriculum to include the options of Fine Art, Graphics and Level 2 BTEC. The option of studying a GCSE in Graphics and BTEC has been very popular with the students and has allowed the development of more ICT based project work to run alongside the traditional Art courses. GCSE students' progress is closely monitored in the Department and initiatives have been developed to support them such as an after school coursework club, experimental workshops and to inspire the students at the launch of the GCSE exam. The pass rate for GCSE has steadily improved over recent years with 40% of students in 2009 achieving an A*-B and a projected 80% A*-C pass rate for summer 2010. 

At A level, students follow an exciting and challenging course that introduces them to many skills and techniques but also allows them to develop creative and intuitive ideas. Students can also engage in extra curricular activities such as Life Drawing, Art Workshops and an Art trip to Manchester / London. We offer both Edexcel Level 3 Art and Design BTEC and Art A level. Both courses combine elements of Fine Art, Graphics, Illustration and 3D skills work. We consistently achieve a 100% pass rate for AS and A2. In 2009 80% of the AS students achieved a B or A grade.

The Department is very committed to developing the subject even further especially in the areas of BTEC and Graphics / Illustration. We look forward to welcoming an enthusiastic and ambitious teacher to join a forward thinking Art and Design Department.

Emma Wycherley 

June 2010.
 

